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January 13.

The inferiority of the present age is perhaps the consequence
of its superiority. Scarcely any one, in the more educated classes,
seems to have any opinions, or to place any real faith in those
which he professes to have. At the same time, if we compare the
writings of any former period with those of the present, the
superiority of these is unspeakable. We are astonished at the
superficiality of the older writers; the little depths to which they
sounded any question; the small portions of the considerations
requiring to be looked at, which those writers appear to have seen.
It requires in these times much more intellect to marshal so much
greater a stock of ideas and observations. This has not yet been
done, or has been done only by very few: and hence the multitude
of thoughts only breeds increase of uncertainty. Those who
should be the guides of the rest, see too many sides to every
question. They hear so much said, or find that so much can be
said, about everything, that they feel no assurance of the truth of
anything. But where there are no strong opinions there are
(unless, perhaps, in private matters) no strong feelings, nor strong
characters.

January 14.

I sometimes think that those who, like us, keep up with the
European movement, are by that very circumstance thrown out of
the stream of English opinion and have some chance of mistaking
and misjudging it. What is it that occupies the minds of three-
fourths of those in England who care about any public interest
or any controverted question ? The quarrel between Protestant
and Catholic; or that between Puseyite and Evangelical.

January 15.

It seems to me that there is no progress, and no reason to
expect progress, in talents or strength of mind; of which there is
as much, often more, in an ignorant than in a cultivated age.
But there is great progress, and great reason to expect progress,
in feelings and opinions. If it is asked whether there is progress
in intellect, the answer will be found in the two preceding state-
ments taken together.

January 16.

It is an immense defect in a character to be without lightness.
A character which is all lightness can excite neither respect nor background
